
THE  RAMSWELL REVIEW 
A quarterly newsletter from Destin City Councilmember Prebble Q Ramswell 

 
I always welcome your feedback and input. Feel free to call me at 850-533-7354. Please be sure to direct any 

correspondence related to city business to my city email address pramswell@cityofdestin.com.  
All such correspondence shall be considered a public record pursuant to Florida's open records laws.  

 
Any views or opinions expressed in this newsletter are my own and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the 
Destin City Council or the views or opinions of any other Councilmember. This newsletter is not an official record nor a 

transcript of the matters presented to, or the decisions made by, the City Council and should not be interpreted as such. 

 
Registration Update: Back in 2013, the city had less than 200 short-term 
rentals registered, and the owners paid a mere $25.25 for a registration fee 
allowing them to rent in the city. As a result of concerns raised by citizens, 
and the fact that unregistered rentals were avoiding the bed tax, a new 
push was made to register all STRs.  By May of 2015, we had 482 
registered properties; by 2016 we had 663 properties registered and raised 
the fee to $200.  By January 2021:  we are at 1202 registered short-term 
rental properties and a registration fee between $500-700 per year based 
on a home’s square footage. The rise in fees may seem shocking, but we 
were way beneath the standard in Florida.  Most cities charge between 
$500 and $1000; some as high as $2400! 

The rise in registered properties reflects an approximately 500% increase!
What does this mean?  It means we had close to 1000 properties not 
registered and, more importantly, not paying bed tax as required! This is 
incredible and really shows the need for the crackdown we initiated with the 
help of our STR task force..  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To subscribe or unsubscribe please contact prebble@prebbleramswell.com 

Prebble Q Ramswell 
pramswell@cityofdestin.com 

Hello Friends and Neighbors! 

Thank you for subscribing to my newsletter, the Ramswell Review.  It is my goal to improve 
communication between the city and its citizens, and act as a conduit of information on issues 
that affect our community and future. 

I value your input and insight and am always available to you.  I recognize that we each offer a 
unique and valuable perspective on the issues and believe everyone in this community’s opinion 
carries weight.  I believe in positive change– by and for the people.  Florida’s future begins with 
us. 

I look forward to a two-way relationship with the community knowing that we all have the same 
goal of a beautiful, successful city centered on family values.                   
                             Prebble 
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The Sharks are here– the Sharks of Destin High School, that is! The school is 
getting ready for its inaugural year! Following a nationwide search, the board 
hired Christine Cruickshank as principal and kicked off application to the school in 
January!  The second enrollment period began February 1 and will seek to fill any 
remaining seats not filled by application period one applicants. 
On February 11, the school will hold information sessions for potential and 
confirmed students.  The rising 9th grader session will be at 5:30pm; 10th and 
11th graders at 6:30pm at the campus located at 4325 Commons Dr W, Destin, 
FL 32541. 
 
Campus tours and application drop-off is daily, M-F, from 2-6pm.  Meet the 
principal, tour the school, and learn more about YOUR high school! For more 
information, visit the newly designed website at www.destinhighschool.org, email 
the school at info@destinhighschool.org, or simply stop by! 
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There are so many improvements and special touches that both citizens and 
councilmembers would like to see implemented in the city. Many ideas are simple, 
such as holiday/seasonal decorations along 98 and Main Street, wayfinding 
signage, or improved landscaping. Others are more complicated and expensive: 
more city staff, additional code enforcement personnel, increased law 
enforcement, more public beach, more sports fields, improved stormwater and 
drainage, year-round lifeguards, more parks/greenspace, city pier and marina, 
linear trail through heart of Destin… the list goes on.  
 
All of these wants and needs require money, money that comes to the city in the 
form of property taxes paid by residents. This is where we have a problem. 
Okaloosa County ranks 61st out of the 67 counties in FL, with a millage rate of 
13.2758; the highest is 22.8369. Destin is not only one of the lowest cities in the 
entire state, but it is the lowest in Okaloosa County. No one likes high taxes, or 
even taxes at all, but we are so far below what we need to survive that we can’t 
afford items that help us thrive without grants. Please keep this in mind when you 
wonder we the city cannot provide certain things, or if we must raise our millage. 
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Have you ever wondered why some businesses can fly 
feathers and others cannot? Why some area neigh-
borhoods can’t vote in Destin elections? Why some right 
of ways are overgrown and home to shopping carts from 
Walmart? It’s all about properties being located in 
unincorporated areas and not in the City of Destin.  
Kelly, Regatta Bay, Walmart, most of Commons Dr, and 
others are all part of the county and not the city. For 
those outside the limits, they receive no local 
representation. Incorporating into the city through 
annexation solves these problems and comes with 
benefits. Stay tuned, as this issue will be discussed in 
the months ahead. 
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